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Community Connectivity
Community connections are proposed to improved pedestrian accessibility and 
connectivity via trails and sidewalks. The proposed concepts focus on closing gaps 
and creating new opportunities to travel within and outside of West Branch.

Trail Expansion - West Branch is connected socially and geographically to 
surrounding communities through collaborative local government, consolidated 
school districts, and commerce. Residents have a strong desire to extend their 
existing trail to the adjacent communities of West Liberty, Iowa City, and Solon to 
further strengthen their connectivity.

“I use the [Hoover Trail] going north of town a lot. It would be 
nice if that ever got connected to Solon, because then you 
could go clear to Waterloo.”

“When I bike, I will take my bike and go to another nearby 
community, usually Solon, and use the trails over there just 
because I like to bike on the trails and it’s easier, but…it’s drive 
and then bike.”

Established Neighborhood Sidewalk – Within the established neighborhoods there 
are several blocks with missing sidewalks, sidewalks in disrepair, and pedestrian 
crossings that are not conducive to those with differing physical abilities, young 
children, or non-vehicular transportation. Repairing and constructing new sidewalks, 
as applicable, are proposed.

 “Sometimes [the older sidewalks are] canted so even in the 
summer you could trip because a tree [pushed] it up or 
down…”

Inter-Neighborhood Sidewalks - There are several opportunities for connecting new 
and existing neighborhoods together with new sidewalks. This will not only enhance 
walkability, but will also create a visually unified community.

“... we have to walk all the way around the block to get [to 
Cubby Park]. I wish there was a bridge [across the creek] to 
the park.”

“…there [are] a lot of people [who] walk on [Johnson Cedar 
Road and that’s a terrible place to walk…If you were to walk 
from [the developments adjacent to Cedars Edge Golf 
Course] to the school, you’re walking on the road…It’s open 
ditches. No sidewalks.”

Actives

Older Adults

Actives

Youth

Proposed Community Connectivity Plan

City Limits

Proposed Sidewalk Connection

Proposed Trail Expansion

Existing Trail

Legend

Gas School City
Hall

Library

Enlarged Plan of 
Cubby Park


