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West Branch

“We go to Main 
Street Sweets. 

The kids love to 
congregate there.”

“[At] the corner 
of 2nd Street and 
Green, down by 
the park...there’s 

a creek there and 
low land and I am 

sure it’s flooded 
for the past who 
knows however 

many years.”

“So just recently, the middle 
school…got added onto the 

high school…So you have 
kids as young as 5th grade 

trying to cross this busy 
[Herbert Hoover Drive].”

“The only thing 
that isn’t perfect 

about Cubby Park 
is that there is not 
a bridge across 

the creek for cars, 
so everybody 

takes Scott Drive.”

“…it would be awesome 
to have some kind of a 

sidewalk out to Pheasant 
[Run]…There’s a ton of 

kids in that development. 
If my kids wanted to ride 
their bike into school or 
something, they can’t. 
They have to ride their 

bikes on the road.”

“I’m an avid biker 
and I would love 

to be able to bike 
more through town. 
There really [aren’t] 
a lot of trails [in the 

new development]…
or nothing that 

connects to trails.”

“The Hoover Trail and 
the boardwalk through 
the park are all great...I 
could use [the trail and 

boardwalk] with this 
[power] chair...they’re 

well maintained...”

Parents

Steering Committee

“[The Hoover Nature Trail is] kind of an 
old trail, but sometimes I walk on [it] 
and it leads to a dog park…it’s a nice 
road…it’s enjoyable…you get to walk 
through a bunch of forest, and you 

can go through and see everything…
you can go pretty long. You could 

probably see three old bridges.”

“...The other one 
that’s a bigger 

problem, the storm 
grates and stuff like 

that. I’m going to get 
hung up in there.”

“I like going to 
Main Street 

because I get a 
lot of ice cream 

there and I walk.”

“[At the intersection of 
Main and Downey Street] 

there [are] stairs down 
and it’s kind of annoying 
because if you want to 

ride your bike and you’re 
on [the sidewalk], then 

you have to get off…”

...but my view would 
be that we do some 
things to attract a lot 

more people off of the 
interstate...and when 

they come in, [we need 
more] direction and 

way-finding...”

“I walk the sidewalks and 
there’s a glaring gap of 

sidewalk…from the water 
tower [east] about two blocks 
to the edge of the elementary 

school property. There is no 
sidewalk on either side.”

Older Adults

“Cubby Park is new and there’s a little 
trail that goes around the baseball 
fields there; it’s a really nice place 
with plenty of parking...but there’s 

no way to get to it except for [Scott 
Drive] coming in from [the south]…

There’s no access point across [the] 
creek [for people living to the west].”

“If you try to walk up the 
sidewalk [on the west side of N 
Downey Street] you can’t get 
to the street…It’s an elevated 

sidewalk…People fall off it and 
need ambulance attention on 

a regular basis.”

“What I find is the transition 
between the...curbs are 
all wheelchair friendly, 

but…there [are] transitions 
between concrete 

and asphalt that are 
problematic. I know one 

day I almost face-planted 
myself going…from the post 

office onto Main Street.”

“…there [are] a lot of people [who] 
walk on [Johnson Cedar Road and 
that’s a terrible place to walk…If you 

were to walk from [the developments 
adjacent to Cedars Edge Golf Course] 

to the school, you’re walking on the 
road…It’s open ditches. No sidewalks.”

“When I bike, 
I will take my 

bike and go to 
another nearby 

community, 
usually Solon, and 
use the trails over 

there just because 
I like to bike on the 

trails and it’s easier, 
but…it’s drive and 

then bike.”

“I think Cubby 
Park is great. The 

playground’s 
great. Once 
you’re there 

there’s parking, 
there’s lots to do.”

“We also have a 
Hoover Nature 

Trail, and that’s a 
really nice trail…it’s 
7 miles, so it goes 
3.5 miles out and 

3.5 miles back.”

Actives

Youth

“There’s no bike lane, so 
when I’m [bik]ing with the 
trailer with the kids behind 

me, I don’t feel that safe 
[rid]ing down Main Street...
That’s where I sometimes 

will go on the sidewalk.”

“I like the trail that’s 
[north of] the dog 
park…It’s shaded. 

There [are] nature 
things to look at…

It’s pretty…It’s along 
the creek…Beavers 
have built a dam.”

“[The Hoover Trail is 
an asset because] 

it’s nature. You’re 
surrounded by trees 
on all sides and birds 

and critters and 
there’s no sound…”

“Sometimes [the older 
sidewalks are] canted so 
even in the summer you 

could trip because a tree 
[pushed] it up or down…”

“…that transition 
between the 

sidewalk to the 
street...it gets pretty 
uneven sometimes 

and it’s kind of nasty.”

“I use the [Hoover 
Trail] going north of 
town a lot. It would 
be nice if that ever 
got connected to 

Solon, because then 
you could go clear 

to Waterloo.”

“... we have to walk all the 
way around the block to 

get [to Cubby Park]. I wish 
there was a bridge [across 

the creek] to the park.”

“I would connect the 
Hoover Trail through 

town and get it 
started out of town.”

“We need to maybe 
concentrate on how we’re 
going to make it easier for 
bikes going right through 

the center of town…
[there’s] too much traffic.”

“…to get to the dog park, if 
you’re walking you have to 
cross the [Baker Avenue]…
There’s no crosswalk…you 

have to walk across the 
plain road and there [are] 

cars coming…”
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