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What Factors Affect Transportation in Stuart?

Different Users = Different Needs

Transportation is integral to small-town life and a vibrant economy. In the context of the Community Visioning Program, we 
recognize walking, biking, and driving as quintessential modes of travel to various destinations important to residents and 
visitors. Access to these destinations is crucial for many everyday activities—getting to work and school, participating in 
community events, and providing for basic needs such as food, health care, and healthy activity.

In this participatory assessment, we want to find out which factors and conditions affect transportation use in Stuart, where 
these factors and conditions are most prevalent, and how they influence route and transportation choices locally. Because 
residents have the best knowledge of how Stuart’s transportation system works, we use focused, small-group conversations, 
mapping, and photos of the best and worst to understand local transportation.

(7 participants): This user group represents those in the community who engage 
in outdoor recreation, including cycling, walking, running, swimming, skiing, etc. The 
availability of multiple venues for outdoor recreation matters to this group. 

(0 participants): This group uses primarily non-motorized modes of transportation, so 
pedestrian- and bike-friendly streets and sidewalks are important. These users value 
the ability to get to destinations on foot or via bicycle and having goods and services 
within walking distance.

(2 participants): Safety of their children is a primary concern of this user group. Access 
to safe and easy routes to school activities is another significant factor to this group. 
Parents of young children desire smooth, wide surfaces for strollers.

(7 participants): The common denominator for this user group is that their 
observations are influenced by special knowledge of the transportation system 
acquired during the Community Visioning assessment process. As a result, this group is 
more representative of decision makers.

(6 participants): This user group is directly affected by accessibility barriers such as 
high curbing and uneven sidewalks that make it difficult to operate mobility-aiding 
equipment effectively. Handicapped parking, curb ramps, and smooth surfaces are 
critical transportation features. 

To capture insights about transportation from a variety of perspectives, we invited Stuart residents with different 
transportation needs to participate in focus groups. A total of 26 residents attended Stuart’s workshop. Participants were 
separated into four user groups and the Stuart steering committee.

(4 participants): Accessibility—both in terms of physical access and proximity—is a 
major concern for this user group. Because some people in this user group do not or are 
unable to drive, having goods and services within walking distance is important. 

The downtown area is a popular walking destination. The wide, open 
sidewalks with curb cuts  are well-mainained. 

North of I-80, S. Division Street has limited visibility, busy  traffic, and no 
sidewalks. Pedestrians walk on the side of the road to access businesses.

The Stuart Sports Complex is a  popular area for walking and biking. 
Pedestrians often come here to enjoy the views and smooth asphalt trails.

The new sidewalks along  NE 2nd Street  are well maintained. The new 
paths with curb cuts offer safe routes to school for K-12 students in Stuart.

The intersection of CR 925 and N. Adair Street has no sidewalks; children 
walk on the road and it is difficult for them to cross the road due to traffic.

The truck traffic and lack of sidewalks along S. Western Avenue is a  
perceived safety issue for local children who walk to the aquatic center.
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“The high school...kids...shoot south 
right out of the high school [onto 

Victor Ave], and there’s a [railroad] 
crossing right there that [doesn’t 

have]...signals or anything. I’ve always 
worried about that [spot], because...

[those] kids...just fly through there.” 

“...[we could] have a path...
through town and...incorporate 
[Stuart International Speedway, 
South Oak Grove Cemetery, the 
Stuart Sports Complex, and the 
Catholic Cemetery]...If we could 
link all those together [with a trail, 

that would be great]...” 

“...the bump-outs that 
we have around [the] 

corner [of Division St and 
White Pole Road]...[are] 
very difficult [for semis]...

[they] have to stay...in 
the middle lane to make 

[a left turn]...”

Parents

“...the biggest [barrier] is [I-
80]...People [living]on the 

south side [of the interstate] 
suffer…because nobody 

can really safely walk [on 
the bridge over I-80]...it’s just 

so narrow. It’s literally wide 
enough for two trucks.”

“...[We] really like...our 
[new] safe routes to 

school [walking trail on 
Second St]...[that idea 
came from the]...last 

time we [went through 
Community Visioning]...”

“...I would love to have a 
bike trail going north up 
to Panora and...east...to 
Redfield...[to] connect 
to the [Raccoon River 

Valley Trail]…Right now, if 
anybody wants to get on 

one of those bike trails, 
you [have] to drive...”

Steering Committee

“...I really like the 
new sidewalk [on 

2nd St]. [Nice] 
sidewalks make a 
huge difference.”

“...the area [near the 
I-80 exit on Division St] 
with all the driveways 
and intersections is a 

problem. I’m surprised 
there aren’t more 

accidents. And I have 
seen a couple.”

Older Adults

Actives

“...my...big suggestion...
[is] a bike trail...right along 

White Pole Road...we could 
[even] go [further] east...

and link up somehow with 
Redfield...[which] ties into 

Waukee [and] Perry...”

“...there was talk about a 
pedestrian bridge over 

the interstate to link up the 
south part of town...I think 

that people would walk 
[south of I-80] if it was a 

little bit safer to get there.”

“A truck route around town would 
be great for various reasons...[it] 

would make a huge difference [in 
road conditions]...[White Pole Rd] 
had to be all redone because...the 
ruts were so severe...[it] would be 
amazing [to reduce truck traffic 

through town].”

“...[On 2nd St the] new 
sidewalk...[was] built...

about four feet from the 
side of the street. So when 
the snowplow goes by, it 
covers up the sidewalk.”

“...[the service roads and 
driveways on Division St 
are] weird [and offset]...
[which makes it] hard to 
[see in] all the different 

directions...I’ve had some 
near misses on that [road].”

“...all of downtown has...maybe 
one...[or] two handicapped 
parking spots...and that’s it...
We appreciate that they’re 

livening up downtown...it’s just 
unfortunate that we don’t 
get to use it the way that 
everybody else gets to...”

“...[We could] hook up to 
the [Racoon River Valley 
Trail]...[right now people] 

have to walk, [bike, or 
run] along the road [on 

White Pole Rd]. But if...we 
could hook up to [that] 

bike trail...that’s a biggie...
[it] would be fantastic.”

“...there [are] so many 
kids [who] walk...to the 
pool...[it’s] a concern, 

having [them] walk along 
[White Pole Rd]..Especially 
[because]...we have lots of 

semi-truck traffic...”

“None of [the access roads 
or driveways on S Division 

St] line up with each other...
[so] trying to merge and 

blend…[coming] off  [I-80 is 
complicated]...you [have] 

got a real puzzler out...
there [with] how to [safely] 

control that traffic...”  

“...[the Stuart Sport 
Complex] walking 

trail is a little over half 
a mile and it’s wide 
and asphalt so it’s a 
nice walking trail...”

“...a lot of people don’t 
know you can walk...

in the [South Oak 
Grove] Cemetery, but 
[it’s] perfect because 
it’s paved and...in the 

winter, they [even] 
plow the snow...”

“I walk at 6:15 [in the 
morning]...[and] the 
only place you’ll find 

[an adequate number 
of] streetlights is on 

Division [St]...”

“...a bike/walkway over [or under] the 
interstate to go to the southern part 
of town [would be helpful]...[there is] 
housing [south of I-80]...Now you’re 
going to get a new Kwik Star...How 

[else] are you going to get [walkers 
and bikers safely] back and forth over 

the bridge with the traffic?”

“That intersection [of Division 
St and White Pole Rd]...is not 

designed for semi traffic...
[but] it’s a farm-to-market 

route... [trucks] have to swing 
into oncoming traffic... [and 
when] another vehicle pulls 

up to the stop sign...[the] 
truck...can’t move.”

 Mobility
Challenged

“[The] downtown 
district...has the 
handicapped- 

accessible [curb 
cuts]. It has nice and 
wide sidewalks...and 
it’s a popular walking 

area...it [also] has 
nice streetlights...”

“There are probably, on 
a daily basis, as many 

as a hundred grain 
trucks that come down 
[White Pole Rd from the 
ethanol plant]...and it’s 
destroyed [the street.]” 

“...the safe routes to 
school [sidewalk from the 
elementary school to the 

high school on 2nd St]...[is] all 
brand new concrete. I mean, 

it’s a beautiful sidewalk...”
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