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Mount Pleasant
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Downtown to Campus

While it is not feasible to close the entire alley to vehicular 
traffic, given the needs of the post office and nearby residents/
businesses, the city could close the southern end to create a 
pedestrian-only, art-filled alley. Across from Central Park and 
adjacent to the Union Block building, this space is poised to 
strengthen and embolden Mount Pleasant’s community identity. 

Primary goals of alley improvements include: 
• Reclaim space for pedestrians in a vehicle-dominated town, 

drawing attention to the expanding pedestrian network
• Provide a city-sponsored venue for local art in the heart of 

downtown
• Reinforce the vibrancy and cultural character of the square; 

bring more color to the downtown district

Alley Improvements

ART PLANTERS

SEATING LIGHTING

ART ALLEY CONCEPT PLAN

SOUTH ENTRANCE

Colorful, lively shapes define an art-focused pedestrian zone
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“Art Alley” intended as a descriptive 
placeholder. Design team recommends 

assembling a committee to explore Mount 
Pleasant-specific themes for the alley

Coordinate accommodations for lighting 
and art on building facade with building 

owners. Consider free-standing structures 
if resistant to alteration

Union Block and McCandless buildings on 
National Register of Historic Places. Union 

Block also considered endangered by 
Preservation Iowa. Seek guidance before 

proceeding with plans to attach objects to, 
or otherwise alter, facades 

KEY

NOTE: LEAVE CLEARANCE FOR EXISTING 
DOORS, WINDOWS, AND UTILITIES WHEN 
PLANNING AND INSTALLING PLANTERS, 
SEATING, LIGHTING, AND ART

UNION BLOCK BUILDING

M O N RO E STR EET

“NO VEHICLE ENTRY” SIGN

CATENARY LIGHTING, TYP

CUSTOM PLANTER (3’ OFF WALL), TYP

LIMESTONE BLOCK SEATING, TYP

PAINTED CONCRETE DEFINING PED ZONE

SCULPTURE PEDESTAL, TYP

ROTATING ART EXHIBITS LINE ALLEY WALLS

“ART ALLEY” OVERHEAD SIGNAGE

“NO VEHICLE ENTRY” SIGN

CROSSWALK TO CENTRAL PARK
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