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What Factors Affect Transportation in Marquette?

Different Users = Different Needs

Transportation is integral to small-town life and a vibrant economy. In the context of the Community Visioning Program, we 
recognize walking, biking, and driving as quintessential modes of travel to various destinations important to residents and 
visitors. Access to these destinations is crucial for many everyday activities—getting to work and school, participating in 
community events, and providing for basic needs such as food, health care, and healthy activity.

In this participatory assessment, we want to find out which factors and conditions affect transportation use in Marquette, 
where these factors and conditions are most prevalent, and how they influence route and transportation choices locally. 
Because residents have the best knowledge of how Marquette’s transportation system works, we use focused, small-group 
conversations, mapping, and photos of the best and worst to understand local transportation.

(13 participants): This user group represents those in the community who engage 
in outdoor recreation, including cycling, walking, running, swimming, skiing, etc. The 
availability of multiple venues for outdoor recreation matters to this group. 

(12 participants): This group uses primarily non-motorized modes of transportation, so 
pedestrian- and bike-friendly streets and sidewalks are important. These users value the 
ability to get to destinations on foot or via bicycle and having goods and services within 
walking distance.

(7 participants): Safety of their children is a primary concern of this user group. Access 
to safe and easy routes to school activities is another significant factor to this group. 
Parents of young children desire smooth, wide surfaces for strollers.

(5 participants): The common denominator for this user group is that their observations 
are influenced by special knowledge of the transportation system acquired during the 
Community Visioning assessment process. As a result, this group is more representative of 
decision makers.

(4 participants): This user group is directly affected by accessibility barriers such as high 
curbing and uneven sidewalks that make it difficult to operate mobility-aiding equipment 
effectively. Handicapped parking, curb ramps, and smooth surfaces are critical 
transportation features. 

To capture insights about transportation from a variety of perspectives, we invited Marquette residents with different 
transportation needs to participate in focus groups. A total of 47 residents attended Marquette’s workshop. Participants were 
separated into five user groups and the Marquette steering committee.

(6 participants): Accessibility—both in terms of physical access and proximity—is a 
major concern for this user group. Because some people in this user group do not or are 
unable to drive, having goods and services within walking distance is important. 

The scenic overlook provides stunning views of the river and surrounding 
natural beauty. Its proximity to downtown and parking make it convenient 
for all visitors.

Trains regularly block and delay traffic on Hwy 76, sometimes for hours, 
including school buses and emergency vehicles.

The well-maintained trails along Riverfront Park provide access to the 
marina, fishing docks, and scenic views of the Mississippi River.

Pedestrians and cyclists enjoy the Edgar Street trail for the wide, well-
maintained surface, benches, trees, and dog stations.

Due to the lack of sidewalks in The Bench neighborhood, people walk in 
the street or in residents’ yards, which can feel unsafe and intrusive.

High-speed traffic on HWY 18 creates challenges for drivers attempting to 
enter and exit the Driftless Wetland Centre.       

Actives

Mobility
Challenged

Older Adults

Youth

Parents

Steering
Committee



What People Said

“I’d love to see a trail 
from Effigy Mounds 

to Pikes Peak and 
even through 

Bloody Run [County 
Park] so that [it’s] all 

connected…”

“I’d like to see a few 
[boardwalks] put in 

places that we could 
utilize for kids…it would 

have been nice if I’d 
had a place to just push 
[my child’s] wheelchair 
out and let [them] get 

some fresh air…”

“I think the wetlands center 
could be a great hub to many 

trails…because…you have good 
accessibility to surrounding 
areas, [and] you could park 

there and then hit a trail system 
and go [to] about three, four, 

five different areas…” “...we talked about 
a trail between 
Marquette and 
McGregor...but 

there’s no place 
to...really put it.”

“We walk our dogs 
downtown, and I [have] 

to cinch up the leash 
because if they veer into 
the street a little bit, they’ll 
get their head taken off, 
[traffic is] going so fast 

through there.”

“I’ve actually run 
down [County 

Road] B45 to town, 
and [I don’t feel 

safe] because I’m 
out on the road and 
there [are]…A lot of 

blind curves.”

“We’re not going to 
walk…or ride our bike 
on [Highway 18]…It’s 
just...really busy... so 
we just don’t even 
[want] to cross...”

Parents

Steering Committee

“[Second Avenue is] 
really steep, and if 

they don’t [put] salt 
and sand on it, it’s just 

slippery, so you [have] 
to take [Brown Street]. 

It’s just not as steep.”

“They’ve talked about…
putting…a [walking] 

path on the top of the 
edge of the bluff so it 

goes over the highway 
and keeps people off…I 

think it’d be worth it 
and…it’d be well used.”

“I think there should be a 
trail going to McGregor, 
because...I can’t walk on 

the highway.” “Sometimes it’s nice to 
walk [along the Edgar 

Street trail]…It’s usually just 
kept in [good] condition. 

It’s just quite open…”

“...we can’t get [the 
kids] to the river 
without crossing 

Highway 18, which is 
a problem.”

“…[the evacuation road 
is] beautiful. We walked it 

when we were in the Great 
Place Program trying to…
connect [Marquette and 

McGregor] with trails.”

Older Adults

“...there [are] no sidewalks…[so] 
I walk the streets all the way 

around The Bench, come down 
[Anti Monopoly Street], and I’m 

out in the street crossing the 
railroad tracks before I get on 

the sidewalk.”

“Highway 76 from…North Street...
all the way to McGregor has 

been asphalted to death, and it’s 
[all] potholes now. The gutters 

don’t work anymore [because] 
they’re filled in. If you’re driving to 
McGregor during a mild rain you 

got to be cautious.”

“…when you have teens [who]…like 
that physical activity, streets aren’t 

the best to go on…the people driving 
on your roads don’t like them there, 

[and] all the wonderful rocks and 
debris…on some of those hills coming 

off Marquette aren’t exactly ideal…”

“…coming back from the wetlands 
center heading east [on Highway 

18], if we want to turn up B45...
there’s traffic coming behind you 

and when you start to turn, [it’s 
building up]. You wonder if you 

aren’t going to get rear-ended.”

“...it would be nice to 
have a trail that goes 
out to the wetlands 

center. And then 
eventually from the 

wetlands center 
out to Bloody Run 

[County Park] would 
be really, good.”

“...[The wetlands 
center is] flat, …
there’s a lot of 

opportunity in the 
valley to put more 

trails so people 
could hike, bike, 

[or] walk...”

“I think that’d be a 
pain for anybody 
[who] has to go to 
work, to sit through 

[the] trains that 
are there over a 

half hour.”

Actives

“...One of the 
wetlands...is right 

behind the casino, and 
it’s kind of developed 
naturally...it’s one of 

those little things that’s 
nice to walk.”

“...We walk down along 
The Bench with my kids, 

and we usually come 
back on the backside 
of the [casino] parking 

lot to avoid crossing 
[Anti Monopoly Street] 
because [it doesn’t feel 
safe] to cross with kids...”

“The problem with 
[County Road] B45 is 
[that] all the culverts…
get plugged up with 
debris...[the] whole 

way to the top of the hill 
[after] gully washes.”

“I’m an avid biker. Have 
been for decades and 

decades. [Marquette] is a 
terrible place to ride a bike.”

“I think the biggest issue 
with Marquette is it’s 
small but it’s spaced 

out…you have little hubs…
but there’s nothing 
connecting them…

except for a highway.”

“Sometimes [trains will] 
stop…on the tracks in front 
of the river [on River Drive], 
and if you’re boating…and 
you want to get back into 
town…they’ll be there for 

an hour sometimes.” “There’s no sidewalk 
[along Highway 76 from 

Anti Monopoly to the 
bridge]…you [have] to 

walk either through the 
parking lot of the casino 

or…cross the street.”

“I want a box culvert 
under [Highway 18] 
so we can walk from 

[the wetlands center] 
to…downtown, to the 

riverfront.”

“There [are] a lot of 
people [who] walk 

their dogs, go get the 
mail…or [bike along 

the Edgar Street trail].”

“There are not many [sidewalks] 
at all...when there are cars 

going, you have to go out into 
someone’s yard...and there [are] 
usually…cars parked on the side 
of the road, so sometimes you 

can’t see cars…coming.”
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