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What Factors Affect Transportation in Keokuk?

Different Users = Different Needs

Transportation is integral to small-town life and a vibrant economy. In the context of the Community Visioning Program, we 
recognize walking, biking, and driving as quintessential modes of travel to various destinations important to residents and 
visitors. Access to these destinations is crucial for many everyday activities—getting to work and school, participating in 
community events, and providing for basic needs such as food, health care, and healthy activity.

In this participatory assessment, we want to find out which factors and conditions affect transportation use in Keokuk, 
where these factors and conditions are most prevalent, and how they influence route and transportation choices locally. 
Because residents have the best knowledge of how Keokuk’s transportation system works, we use focused, small-group 
conversations, mapping, and photos of the best and worst to understand local transportation.

(9 participants): This user group represents those in the community who engage 
in outdoor recreation, including cycling, walking, running, swimming, skiing, etc. The 
availability of multiple venues for outdoor recreation matters to this group. 

(21 participants): This group uses primarily non-motorized modes of transportation, 
so pedestrian- and bike-friendly streets and sidewalks are important. These users value 
the ability to get to destinations on foot or via bicycle and having goods and services 
within walking distance.

(6 participants): Safety of their children is a primary concern of this user group. Access 
to safe and easy routes to school activities is another significant factor to this group. 
Parents of young children desire smooth, wide surfaces for strollers.

(6 participants): The common denominator for this user group is that their 
observations are influenced by special knowledge of the transportation system 
acquired during the Community Visioning assessment process. As a result, this group is 
more representative of decision makers.

(3 participants): This user group is directly affected by accessibility barriers such as 
high curbing and uneven sidewalks that make it difficult to operate mobility-aiding 
equipment effectively. Handicapped parking, curb ramps, and smooth surfaces are 
critical transportation features. 

To capture insights about transportation from a variety of perspectives, we invited Keokuk residents with different 
transportation needs to participate in focus groups. A total of 55 residents attended Keokuk’s workshop. Participants were 
separated into five user groups and the Keokuk steering committee.

(10 participants): Accessibility—both in terms of physical access and proximity—is a 
major concern for this user group. Because some people in this user group do not or are 
unable to drive, having goods and services within walking distance is important. 

WIDE INTERSECTIONS

Grand Avenue offers pedestrians a shady tree canopy and engaging 
architecture, along with all new sidewalks and street surfaces. 

Eighteenth Street is littered with large cracks and potholes that create 
precarious conditions for drivers and pedestrians crossing the street.

People enjoy walking along the well-maintained paths in Rand Park and 
taking in the beautiful scenery.

Noisy, speedy traffic and no sidewalks pose a threat to pedestrians 
walking in the right-of-way to reach stores such as Walmart and Hy-Vee. 

Wide intersections and the absence of vegetation and shade make 
downtown Main Street an uninviting landscape.
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Main Street’s wide sidewalks, accessible curb cuts, and smooth roadway 
accommodate both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 
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3b“[Space is] really tight around 
[George Washington Elementary] 
School...Especially at pickup time. 

The cars are backed up all the 
way [down] another block and 
around the corner blocking the 

street...It’s hard to see...[traffic flow 
is] not good...around that school 
because...there’s no parking lot...”

“...I...would love to see the biggest 
possible [trail] loop that you could fit 

at Tolmie [Park] so that people could 
walk around...[and] I would love to see 

more sidewalks that connect to the 
parks...[because] people are wanting 
to walk and ride their bikes and take 

their kids to the parks, but you...have to 
drive there or be in the street.”

“...[the] sidewalks [on 
8th St] are buckled…and 
so that makes it difficult 
for [pushing] strollers, or 
if a kid is going to take a 
scooter to school, they 

have to go in the street.”

“...they really did do a 
good job on Grand 

Avenue when they...put 
in all new sewers…they 
put in great sidewalks...
from Rand Park down 
to...Triangle Park...And 

they preserved so many 
of the trees...It’s good for 
driving and for walking, 
and it’s still attractive.”

Parents

“I would change the 
streetscape of the 
downtown...I would 

make it a three lane...
with bike lanes...and I 
would add trees and 

[another] green space.”

“I would say Grand 
Avenue is an asset to the 

community...it’s extremely 
wide... [The] sidewalks are 

new. [The] architecture 
is very beautiful...the 

sidewalks are shaded.”

Steering Committee

“[Grand Avenue] 
is a pretty good 

street to me...the 
roads are smoother. 

[The] sidewalks 
are smoother and 

the houses and the 
yards are nicer.”

Older Adults

Actives

Youth

“[The Indian Hills] 
neighborhood...[and 

the] trailer court [are] full 
of children, and they are 
walking on the highway 

to get anywhere.”

“...we have all kinds of speculation 
about [working] with the SEIBUS 
to have a regular route that ran 
four times a day around town...

they had four stops around town...
people could ride it for [a fare] or 

they could buy a pass...it could help 
the students and the rest of the 

community as well...”

“...the high 
school’s sidewalk 
is pretty nice...it’s 
good for walking 
so you don’t trip.”

“...there [are] no sidewalks 
[on Johnson Street Road]...

So you will see [a lot] 
of]...individuals...pushing 

[strollers]...in the roadway.”

“…a lot of parks [other than] 
Bentley’s Park don’t have 

wheelchair-accessible 
areas…There [are] a lot of 
disabled kids [who] can’t…
go to [another] park and...

might get bored at Bentley’s 
Park because they’ve been 

there so many times.”

“A lot of people 
walk down Grand 

Avenue...it’s a pleasant 
neighborhood...and 
you have trees and 

landscaping and...a river 
view...It has a [relatively 

new] sidewalk all the 
way up and down it.”

“…there [is] some low-rent 
housing out on Johnson 

Street Road...those people 
have little children, and 

they are pushing strollers 
and having one by the 

hand, and there [are] no 
sidewalks at all.”

“We [walk] to Rand Park 
a lot...from near the [high] 
school...and it’s easy to get 
there physically, but it also 

[feels] really [unsafe] at 
night because there [are] 
no lights along the way.”

“[I would like] more 
hiking trails because 

I go hiking a lot...
somewhere where 

there’s lots of nature 
and it’s really pretty.”

“The length of the 
trail is important 
to me. So often 

they put in a 
quarter mile’s...
or a half mile’s 

worth of trail...it’s 
just not worth it.”

“...if you want to walk 
someplace [where] you’re 
not going to trip, National 

Cemetery is the place to go...” 

“Walking down along the river, 
you can watch the barges and 

the tugs...and there’s always 
waterfowl down there...And I enjoy 

being able to do it with people...
so having bad or really narrow 

sidewalks complicates that.”

“...this is a really old 
town, so [in] lots of 
[places there] are 

really old sidewalks...
Or no sidewalks...

And that’s an even 
bigger problem...”

“[I walk] mostly [for] 
exercise. I do enjoy 

listening to nature, but 
also just listening to the 

sound of the town.”

“The sidewalks are very poorly 
maintained and there [are] a lot of 
big cracks in them, and there [are] 
also a lot of places where they veer 

off in one direction and then another 
direction...which can be a nightmare 

to travel with a mobility cane...”

“It would be lovely to see...
some form of public 

transit that would facilitate 
greater independence.”

 Mobility
Challenged

“I like to run a lot...[but] our streets are 
so bad. If I go running at night and 
I don’t have basically a flare gun, 
you’re going to break your ankle 

because [the sidewalks are] terrible...
if you had some kind of trail system 

where you could get to at least main 
areas...that would be awesome...”

“...the best [route] to run 
and bike around here is 
to take Mississippi River 

Road out [of town]...
there’s actually...a 

shoulder that’s wide 
enough to either run or 

bike out there.”

“I would really like to see 
a walking trail in a well-

populated area...Perhaps 
in Tolmie Park...I think it 
would be wonderful...

[there’s] already parking 
in Tolmie Park, and there 
is the possibility space-

wise to do it.”

“...if we could get 
a bicycle path [to 
McCredie Park]...

for the Little League 
kids...we could keep 
them off [Hwy 218 

and] they could ride 
their bike out to their 

ball games.”

“...if I cannot 
navigate my way 
to a walking trail 

successfully, it 
might as well not 

exist...I would almost 
argue connectivity 
is more important 

than the trail itself…”

“My wish...would be...to get 
some...trails or sidewalks 

from somewhere on 
Plank Road...out to the 
ballparks for kids to be 

able to...[get to] McCredie 
and even Joyce [Park].”

“I do frequently ride 
my bike out to Aldi’s or 
Hy-Vee...but it’s really 

not...handy to get 
to at all...because… 

you’re on the street; 
there’s a lot of traffic.”
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