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Existing and proposed trail and sidewalk connections in Independence.
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Proposed trail amenities such as solar lighting, benches, trash receptacles, and signage
could be added to existing trails such as Liberty Trail shown above.
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Trail Connections Existing Proposed

Many residents expressed their disappointment in the
disconnect to some of their favorite destinations within
Independence. The Independence Baseball/Softball
Complex and the Falcon Civic Center are among the top
destinations that residents felt unable to access via walking
or biking.

The existing pedestrian/cyclist route to the Independence
Baseball/Softball Complexis a paved shoulder trail. Residents
think this thye of trail is not a safe way for youth to access

this destination. Many residents preferred an off-road trail
solution that would run along Three Elms Park Boulevard but
would have a buffer between the trail and the roadway.

The Falcon Civic Center located on the north end of
Independence is a great resource for the community,

but people have to drive to get there because the current
sidewalk stops two blocks short of this popular location. The

creation of a sidewalk or trail in front of the Buchanan County
There is no sidewalk connection to Buchanan County Visitor Center or Falcon Civic Center from 11th Street The addition of one block of sidewalk or trail in front of the Buchanan County Visitor Center would allow

Visitor Center would allow residents to walk or bike to the NE. Only one block of sidewalk is needed to connect to these popular destinations. people to access the visitor center and the Falcon Civic Center by walking or biking.

Falcon Civic Center since adjacent sidewalks are already
in place. It would also make it easier for people to get to the
visitor centeron foot or on a bike.
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Residents feel the paved shoulder trail is not the safest option to access the Independence Baseball/Softball Residents would prefer an off-road trail to Independence Baseball/Softball Complex because there is
Complex on Three Elms Park Boulevard. adequate space and this type of trail is safer.

lowa’s Living Roadways

community
VISIONINQ 2023

I ndependence RITLAND+KUIPER Landscape Architects

Landscape Architect: Samantha Price, ASLA

¢ °
‘ rO I ‘ CO' I I IeCtl O I lS Intern: Andrea Fager, lowa State University
lowa State University | Trees Forever | lowa Department of Transportation




Trail Connections

River Walk Trail is a beautiful trail along the Wapsipinicon River
that dead ends in a parking lot, with no clear route to get to
Brimmer Park to the south or 2nd Ave NE to the east. Both
routes lead to Independence’s business district on 1st Street E.
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The design team suggested a new sidewalk on the south side
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of 2nd Street NE. This link would allow River Walk Trail users to ok

-

-

L

]
r

RITE
e e il

be connected to the business district via a hard surface trail or
sidewalk. Improvements to the parking lot where River Walk Trail

ends would create a better user experience ans would include
signage directing users where to go to access the nearby shops,

restaurants, and businesses.

The steering committee suggested the alleyway south of Malek

Theatre be turned into a public plaza area with outdoor seating,
art, festoon lighting, and decorative pavers. Changing the alley
drive would also allow for replacing the curb and adding a
parallel parking spot on 2nd Ave NE. The plaza area would not
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impact the existing parking area to the east nor the egress for the The proposed trail connection to Riverwalk Park includes a crosswalk to the existing trail and provides a
adjacent buildings. paved walkway to 2nd Ave NE.
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@ Existing Sidewalks or Trails (Typical)
@ Proposed Sidewalks (Typical) The steering committee suggested utilizing the narrow alleyway to the south of Malek Theatre for a public The proposed plaza space could include art, festoon lighting, planters, trash receptacles, outdoor seating,
plaza area. and decorative paving.

@ Proposed Public Plaza
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