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What Factors Affect Transportation in Glenwood?

Different Users = Different Needs

Transportation is integral to small-town life and a vibrant economy. In the context of the Community Visioning Program, we 
recognize walking, biking, and driving as quintessential modes of travel to various destinations important to residents and 
visitors. Access to these destinations is crucial for many everyday activities—getting to work and school, participating in 
community events, and providing for basic needs such as food, health care, and healthy activity.

In this participatory assessment, we want to find out which factors and conditions affect transportation use in Glenwood, 
where these factors and conditions are most prevalent, and how they influence route and transportation choices locally. 
Because residents have the best knowledge of how Glenwood’s transportation system works, we use focused, small-group 
conversations, mapping, and photos of the best and worst to understand local transportation.

(5 participants): This user group represents those in the community who engage 
in outdoor recreation, including cycling, walking, running, swimming, skiing, etc. The 
availability of multiple venues for outdoor recreation matters to this group. 

(26 participants): This group uses primarily non-motorized modes of transportation, so 
pedestrian- and bike-friendly streets and sidewalks are important. These users value the 
ability to get to destinations on foot or via bicycle and having goods and services within 
walking distance.

(4 participants): Safety of their children is a primary concern of this user group. Access 
to safe and easy routes to school activities is another significant factor to this group. 
Parents of young children desire smooth, wide surfaces for strollers.

(9 participants): The common denominator for this user group is that their observations 
are influenced by special knowledge of the transportation system acquired during the 
Community Visioning assessment process. As a result, this group is more representative of 
decision makers.

(3 participants): This user group is directly affected by accessibility barriers such as high 
curbing and uneven sidewalks that make it difficult to operate mobility-aiding equipment 
effectively. Handicapped parking, curb ramps, and smooth surfaces are critical 
transportation features. 

To capture insights about transportation from a variety of perspectives, we invited Glenwood residents with different 
transportation needs to participate in focus groups. A total of 53 residents attended Glenwood’s workshop. Participants were 
separated into five user groups and the Glenwood steering committee.

(6 participants): Accessibility—both in terms of physical access and proximity—is a 
major concern for this user group. Because some people in this user group do not or are 
unable to drive, having goods and services within walking distance is important. 

Residents enjoy walking and biking on the wide and well-maintained trail 
at Glenwood Lake Park, which is peaceful and has many amenities.

A lack of sidewalks, road shoulder, and marked crosswalks creates 
intimidating conditions for pedestrians and cyclists accessing Sivers Road. 

Glenwood’s town square is a social hub, with ample open space and 
seating for people to gather. The inviting streetscape features wide 
sidewalks and accessible curb bulb-outs.

The new activities complex supports youth athletics, and community 
members appreciate the clean and well-lit facility as a safe and 
comfortable place to walk.

The steep incline from the road create challenges for some to access the 
sidewalks on Myrtle Street. Walkers and cyclists often go into adjacent 
yards when meeting someone on the sidewalk because it is too narrow.

Residents traveling along Sharp Street are faced with sidewalk that end 
abruptly and highly-congested roads when going to and from school and 
Glenwood Lake Park.
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What People Said

“... anywhere I go in 
Glenwood, I walk. 

It’s less than a mile 
[or] two...I think a 
lot more people 
would [walk] if 

they had [safe] 
places to do it.”

“The parking in front 
of the high school, 
it’s all completely 
level. There is no 

curb at all, so [from] 
every one of those 

parking spaces 
you can just roll 

right in front...you 
don’t have to worry 
about any curbs. I 

love parking there.”

“...we can’t fix all of the 
sidewalks...so we [should] 

focus on some main areas 
where we can make one nice, 
big loop around...the outskirts 
[of Glenwood]…then connect 

that out to the Wabash [Trace] 
so…we have a place to walk.”

“...when I was little...
you couldn’t ride a 

skateboard down [the 
sidewalks on Timber 
Lane] because you’d 

wreck. Everything was 
so uneven, and I don’t 

think it’s been fixed 
since then.”

“...[the] stoplight 
[at the intersection 

of Locust and 
Sharp Streets] is 
just congested 

with school traffic 
because you’ve got 
West [Elementary] 

right there.”

“I would almost 
prefer a trail versus 

a bike lane [to] 
have that little bit of 
distance between 

myself and 
someone doing 55 

miles [an hour].”

“Hiley Park [is] a 
cute little park in a 

neighborhood, and 
actually Kiwanis 

is working on...
making the parking 
lot and everything 

accessible.”

Parents

Steering Committee

“I don’t think it 
would be possible 

to connect 
[Glenwood to the 

Wabash Trace 
Nature Trail], but 

that would be sick.”

“If I wanted to 
walk between the 

schools, that would 
be impossible...

the sidewalks are 
always interrupted 

in some way.”

“…[on] the rare occasion 
that I’m biking to the 

high school [on Sharp 
Street]...there is no place 

for anything but cars, 
so I either have to go on 

the grass or just wait until 
there are no cars...I wish 

there were bike lanes; 
that’d be nice.”

“Glenwood Lake Park...[is 
nice] because there’s a 

sidewalk around the lake 
and people walk on it all 

the time. There’s not a lot 
of traffic there either.”

“...there [are] a lot of 
[walking trails] just close 

outside of town…but 
there’s no way to get to 
them unless you drive…”

“…around the high school 
there is a loop out to the 

soccer fields…but our 
sidewalks really need to be 

wider for more of a trail than a 
sidewalk because we’ve got 
people…with baby strollers.”

Older Adults

“The square is kind of chaotic 
too because there [are] no stop 
signs for anybody…[at] the two 
northern corners, [which] are 
kind of unsafe…if you’re out of 

town, you don’t know that, so it’s 
kind of scary your first time.”

“...a dream of ours for 11 years 
[has been] to get a connector 
to the Wabash Trace [Nature 
Trail] and…have it continue all 

the way across so that we can 
utilize the new [Highway] 34 

bridge to get into the Omaha 
trail system.”

“[The] big thing around 
here is the curbs; there 
[are] only some...that 
are accommodating. 

On the [downtown] 
square they’ve done 

[curb ramps] at those 
intersections, but there 

[are] a lot of [curbs] that 
are just super high…”

“...we’ve had a lot of semi 
traffic down Locust [Street], 
which is the main artery into 
the town, and that road has 

really become…bad, and 
[when you’re driving, it] feel[s] 

like you have a flat tire.”

“The new part of 
Timberline has really 
nice sidewalks...you 
don’t have to watch 

where you’re walking 
to see if you’re going 
to...trip...you can look 
around you instead 

of at your feet.”

“...my [spouse] 
is very reticent 
to [let] the kids 
ride their bike 

to school, even 
though...they 
totally could 

physically…it’s just 
[that] there’s no 
shoulder [along 
Locust Street].”

“...bike riders are 
not welcome 

[along E Sharp 
Street]. We’ve 

been flipped off 
and honked at 

because there’s 
really no safe 
place to ride.”

Actives

“The [downtown] square is 
good for walking...if you’re 
staying on one side and if 

you just want to keep going 
around and around and 
around...there [are] nice, 

wide sidewalks, and they’re 
usually taken care of.”

“...for cyclists, there is no 
shoulder [on Locust Street]...

When [there is a] truck...
[ having] to manage both...

oncoming traffic and [a bike] 
being on the side of the road, 

that truck [driver thinks] ‘…Let’s 
hope and pray that neither of 
us swerve too much because 

I can’t get over...’”

“I do try to walk 
once in a while, but 

the sidewalks are so 
bad that...I’m afraid 

I’m going to fall...”

“I would love better 
walkability from [Linn St] 
to Glenwood Lake Park…”

“...I want 
interconnectivity 
[of sidewalks and 

trails]...I want to 
live in a place that 
essentially, I could 
function without a 
car if I wanted to...”

“...most people avoid 
[the] hill [on Linn Street] 

when...there’s any 
[snow or ice]…because 
it’s so steep...and…that 
adds a lot of…traffic on 

some…other streets 
that [normally] don’t 

get a lot of traffic.”

“There [are] a lot of 
plants [at Glenwood 
Lake Park] to look at...
and then there’s the 
lake that you can go 

run around…”

“The sidewalks...[are] 
choppy. There might be 

sidewalk for a few houses 
and then nothing after 

that, so the only way you 
can...really run or walk or...
skateboard or whatever…

is…in the street.”

“...I walk two miles a 
day, but I have to drive 

to [Glenwood Lake 
Park] to do that safely.”

“...when I leave school 
there [are] a ton of 
people walking on 
the side of [Sharp 
Street] but there’s 

no sidewalk there...
There’s [just]...a 10-

foot gravel shoulder.”
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