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What Factors Affect Transportation in Donnellson?

Different Users = Different Needs

Transportation is integral to small-town life and a vibrant economy. In the context of the Community Visioning Program, we 
recognize walking, biking, and driving as quintessential modes of travel to various destinations important to residents and 
visitors. Access to these destinations is crucial for many everyday activities—getting to work and school, participating in 
community events, and providing for basic needs such as food, health care, and healthy activity.

In this participatory assessment, we want to find out which factors and conditions affect transportation use in Donnellson, 
where these factors and conditions are most prevalent, and how they influence route and transportation choices locally. 
Because residents have the best knowledge of how Donnellson’s transportation system works, we use focused, small-group 
conversations, mapping, and photos of the best and worst to understand local transportation.

(0 participants): This user group represents those in the community who engage 
in outdoor recreation, including cycling, walking, running, swimming, skiing, etc. The 
availability of multiple venues for outdoor recreation matters to this group. 

(6 participants): This group uses primarily non-motorized modes of transportation, so 
pedestrian- and bike-friendly streets and sidewalks are important. These users value 
the ability to get to destinations on foot or via bicycle and having goods and services 
within walking distance.

(10 participants): Safety of their children is a primary concern of this user group. 
Access to safe and easy routes to school activities is another significant factor to this 
group. Parents of young children desire smooth, wide surfaces for strollers.

(4 participants): The common denominator for this user group is that their 
observations are influenced by special knowledge of the transportation system 
acquired during the Community Visioning assessment process. As a result, this group is 
more representative of decision makers.

(0 participants): This user group is directly affected by accessibility barriers such as 
high curbing and uneven sidewalks that make it difficult to operate mobility-aiding 
equipment effectively. Handicapped parking, curb ramps, and smooth surfaces are 
critical transportation features. 

To capture insights about transportation from a variety of perspectives, we invited Donnellson residents with different 
transportation needs to participate in focus groups. A total of 26 residents attended Donnellson workshop. Participants were 
separated into three user groups and the Donnellson steering committee.

(6 participants): Accessibility—both in terms of physical access and proximity—is a 
major concern for this user group. Because some people in this user group do not or are 
unable to drive, having goods and services within walking distance is important. 

People appreciate the wide, smooth trail to Westview Park and the ball fields. 
Natural features and pedestrian-scale lighting enhance the trail experience.

Turning onto Main St in the downtown can be challenging because of 
blind spots created by parked cars.

Conditions of the sidewalks and road along Hwy 2 between Lynn and 
Main St are noted for being smooth and wide.                             

Uneven and heaved sidewalks on Maple St are a prime example of the 
problematic sidewalk conditions identified throughout the community.

Poor drainage along Elm St leads to ponding and muddy conditions after storm 
events. Pedestrians find it difficult to use the broken and incomplete sidewalks.
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Residents like downtown Main St because it hosts many social spaces. 
Vehicular traffic is light and the city keeps the roadway well cleared in winter. 
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“...[when] you [enter]...a 
lot of cities...it will say 

‘Welcome to Tipton’ or 
whatever it is. We don’t 

have any of that type of 
thing. I don’t even know 

if there’s a little green 
Donnellson sign...it’s not 

welcoming to come 
into the community.”

“Our Main Street is extremely 
ugly...a huge focus for me is...
[making] our main area look 

attractive...whether that [is 
with] some trees...[or] some 
signage, [or] lighting, I’m not 
sure, but definitely that area 

could use...[a] facelift...” 

Steering Committee

“There [are a 
couple areas 

around town]…it 
kind of just throws 
me off because 

there’s a little 
ditch area and 
they...put wood 

over it [instead of] 
a sidewalk.”  

“Because it’s such 
a walkable town, 

I think [our trail 
through Westview 
Park] gets a lot of 

use...it’s a nice, level 
surface, and you 

have nature.” 

“...a lot of people 
walk [on State St], 
and they walk in 

the street because 
[the] sidewalks 

are so uneven...or 
they’re nonexistent.” 

Older Adults

“I think having a dedicated 
crosswalk with...painting on the 

road and...signs on [Main St 
would be helpful]...so...if you want 
to cross, there’s a mechanism to 
do it safely...[the intersection of 

Main and] Elm Streets...would be 
a good place to put it.” 

Parents

“...I’ve always liked our Main 
Street...it’s well lit...they keep 
it all nice and the [Railroad] 
Park [is] right [on Main St]. I 

think that hub of...Main Street is 
really kind of a nice [place]...” 

“...[Burlington St] is a barrier...
because this is probably the 

most walked place and there 
[are] no sidewalks...[it also] 

has some very deep ditches 
on one side...if you step off the 
road too far, you’re tumbling 
down a pretty steep incline.” “...it would be really 

cool...[to have] a path or 
trail...that connected the 
parks...and then led out 
to [the trail in Westview 
Park]. That’s kind of a 

big feat, but that would 
be really cool.” 

“...[on Maple St] the 
sidewalk [squares]...

go up. They’re 
slanted. So, it’s like 

a hill that you have 
to walk over and 
it’s kind of hard to 
sometimes...you 

have to walk [tilted]...” 

“There [are] a lot of...
drainage [issues]...
[water] eventually 

goes away; but there 
[are] times...[when] 

you get one of these 
rains...[and] a lot of 

places [will have 
standing water]...” 

“[A trail could] go 
along that fence line 

behind...[Railroad 
Park and connect] 

East Street [and 
Dollar General]...

all of the way to the 
fairgrounds...You 

would totally get out 
of the traffic.” 

“I just like walking 
[around town in]...the 
evening...after school 

[because] it’s relaxing...
you could watch the 
sunset while you’re 

walking... it’s good to 
see other people out 

and about as well.” 

“...there’s this huge 
dent in the road [on 
Chestnut St east of 

Main St] that always 
fills up with water, so 
cars can hardly go 
by there...It kind of 
floods the road.” 

“I love walking on Dewey...
in the summer it’s shaded 
with trees...[it] is probably 

the heaviest traveled road 
[for walkers]...so [it] would 
really benefit from some 
kind of a [walking] path...” 

“...every intersection has 
illumination, but [we 

need some lighting] in 
between...[because] 

there [are] some really 
dark spots in town.” 

“...[most] people [who] really 
habitually walk and ride their 
bikes...like an outer perimeter 

[trail]...That’s something 
we don’t have. We’ve got a 
good start [with the trail in 

Westview Park] and I think...
people...utilize that a lot...I 
think that you would see...

more people using it, [if it was 
a full]...outer perimeter [trail].”

“The walking trail [in 
Westview Park] is pretty 
nice...you don’t have to 
worry about [traffic]...it 
seems to be the prime 

walking-your-dog spot. 
People will drive and 

then go there to walk.” 

“Main Street is fairly 
busy in town and cars 
kind of speed through 
there, [but] there’s no 
real safe way for the 

kids to cross that street 
to get to the library.” 

“There [are] good 
trails back here [in 
Westview Park]...
[they] go into the 
woods and those 
are pretty [wide 
and] clear trails.” 
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