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These projects serve to improve the 
Raccoon River Valley Trail corridor near 
downtown, strengthening connections and 
adding facilities that can increase Adel’s 
standing as a destination and trailhead for 
regional cyclists. Existing road crossings 
are improved, new trailheads created, 
and new way finding and safety signage is 
proposed along the corridor.

New tree plantings screen adjacent 
industrial and commercial facilities, and 
provide shade for trail users, while turf 
areas are converted to low-maintenance 
prairie and shrub plantings that reduce 
mowing requirements, create habitat for 
pollinators and other wildlife, and give this 
portion of trail corridor a distinct character.

The project also addresses maintenance 
challenges of the parallel storm drainage 
channel with the addition of concrete 
forebays at the culvert outlets to collect 
sediment and  allow fo easier sediment 
removal. Substituting low-maintenance 
prairie and shrub plantings for weedy lawn 
along the side slopes, and adding limestone 
outcroppings as seating areas can also 
transform this unsightly infrastructure into 
a water feature park amentiy.

A small trail access is proposed at 9th Street, where the brick street extends 
to the RRVT, as a jumping off point for trail users to explore historic downtown 
and the adjacent public library and city hall.  A small brick paver landing is 
proposed at the existing sidewalk crossing, along with bike racks, a limestone 
seat wall, and brick way finding pillar, which will direct trail users towards 
local destinations. Interpretive signs could be incorporated into the space to 
explain local cultural and natural history.

An improved trail crossing is proposed where the RRVT crosses Highway 169/Nile Kinnick Drive.  To alert 
drivers to the crossing at greater distances, enhanced pavement markings (with brick stencil pattern 
over red background) and crossing signs with push button-operated Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon 
(RRFB) LED lights can be installed. Adjacent to the existing Pedal Plaza trail hub, which includes existing 
park amenities and signage, a brick way finding pillar is proposed to direct visitors to local destinations. 
As an additional park feature, a cluster of limestone blocks along the existing drainage channel provides 
seating and act as stepping stones from the trail down to this urban waterway. 
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