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Concept photo edit 1.

Concept photo edit 2.

Concept photo edit 3.

Existing image of the west entryway on Melrose 
Avenue.

East  entryway signage.Concept 1:

East  entryway signage option 2a.Concept 2:

East  entryway signage option 3a.Concept 3: East  entryway signage option 3b. West entryway signage.

East  entryway signage option 2b.

West entryway signage.

West entryway signage.

Entryway Signage
Community members expressed interest in providing clear 
thresholds and entryway signage along the main corridors in 
order to distinguish University Heights from Iowa City and the 
University of Iowa. The design team created various concepts 
which were modified and refined based on feedback received 
from the community during the design workshop. Residents 
liked the look of the natural limestone with the weathered steel. 
The entryway signage concepts were narrowed down to the 
three separate concepts which are illustrated below.  

Due to the variable size of the areas available for the 
possible placement of the entryway signage the design 
team created two different sign sizes for each concept:  the 
“east” sign and the “west” sign. During the design workshop 
many residents expressed the importance of displaying the 
city’s establishment date on the sign as well as “City Of.” The 
tree symbol shown on the sign is one of the city’s existing 
logos. It is the intent that the city’s logo, whether it be the 
existing one or a new one, be incorporated into each sign.

Community Entryways
Community entryways serve as 
the gateway to a community and 
serve as the first impression —
setting the stage for how visitors 
perceive the community and what 
their expectations of it will be.  

Entryway signage needs to clearly 

and quickly identify the community. The text on the signs needs to be large 
enough to be easily read from the roadway at the posted speed limit. Since 
entryways are important in strengthening a community’s identity, it is important 
to integrate the entryway into the primary corridor. This is done through the 
integration of the city logo into the signage and repeating it on banners and 
community caps found throughout the primary corridors.  

Repetition is important in creating a unified feeling and enhancing the 
ambiance of a community.  Repeating colors, hardscape and landscape 
materials, site amenities, “styles” and lighting at all of the entryways; as well as 
along the primary corridors and in public areas accomplishes this. In viewing 
the boards this repetition will become apparent, as will the need to sometimes 
modify things to fit the field conditions; these modifications, however, still 
maintain the same style and integrate the same elements.

An example of modification is shown in the design for the entryway signage. 
With different space availability at each entryway, the size of the signs needs to 
be different. The sign designs demonstrate how signage can be modified to fit 
different spaces while maintaining unity by using the same materials, logo, text 
style, and stylistic elements.

The photo edits on this board illustrate the three different signage concepts 
created for the west entryway. The edits also integrate the proposed Melrose 
Avenue corridor enhancements, which are further discussed on boards 10 
through 13. The west entryway sign would be located in the median with native 
prairie vegetation planted formally around the sign. The center of the median in 
back of the sign would be planted with short native prairie that is bordered with 
prairie dropseed and a mowing band; the formal landscape in front of the sign 
incorporates plants from the native prairie plant palette used in the median. 
Refer to board 9 for additional concepts related to the west entryway and board 
13 for the east entryway.


