
I o w a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n      T r e e s  F o r e v e r      I S U  L a n d s c a p e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  E x t e n s i o n      I S U  E x t e n s i o n  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t Spring 2016

Transpor tation Assets  and Barriers  |  What  People  Said 
Garrison

“[The kids] are all over 
the place, which is 
good to see, but...

they’re riding down 
the middle of the 

road.”

“Kids walking to the bus 
stop in the morning or after 
school cross in front of me, 
and you don’t know where 

exactly they may be crossing 
the road at any given time.”

“Downtown...is a two-step sidewalk 
thing. It’s from the old [days] when it 
used to be a boardwalk. They actually 
raised it up and poured concrete, so 

it’s got two steps to get up to the 
Main Street.”

“It would be interesting to 
have some sort of depot, 

or gazebo, [or rest stop] on 
the trail for people to feel 

comfortable stopping and 
taking a break.”

“There’s an old bunker...where part 
of the old [water] main goes in. It’s 
a great big concrete building that 
they covered with a plate of steel 

because kids can get in it. 
There’s some work that has to be 

done there.”

“It would be nice if some areas 
were a little more well lit so 

that it make is not only usable 
during the daytime hours...

Areas that are fairly well lit— 
that would make it easier to 

walk in the evening.”

“A lot of people don’t walk 
because the sidewalks are all 

ripped and damaged. Most of 
the streets are full of potholes. 
They’re not very easy to ride 

your bike on or ride your 
skateboard or rollerblade on,
 so a lot of people choose to 

drive instead.”

“There are stops sign 
[downtown] but quite 

frequently, no one pays 
attention to the traffic laws...
Cars go through there as fast 

as they want to.”

“The street lights...a big thing 
is just the cost of the bill...”

“I think you’d get more kids 
to walk and bike,...stay off 
the roads, [and] go on the 

sidewalks more if they 
were fixed.”

“There [were] 
signs to the library 
and the park but 

they probably got 
knocked down 

and never got put 
back up.”

Seniors & Mobility
Impaired

“Sidewalks around 
town are buckled so 
[they are] a tripping 

hazard, and Main Street 
is the worst.”

“[The] Maple Street extension 
needs to be asphalted and 

treated like the rest of the roads, 
because there are times we 

can’t even get through there. 
The water sits there. It needs 

ditches and it needs culverts.”

“I think our roads are awful. 
Our streets are terrible. If we 

had nice streets people would 
probably bike more.”

“For public safety the 
sidewalks should be 
fixed, and wheelchair 

ramps [should 
be added].”

“I would say 99% of 
the town sidewalks 

are bad.”

“[Improve] the streets 
for biking because 
we [have] a lot of 

potholes and a lot 
of rough places that 

aren’t good for bikes.”

“Our water system in 
Garrison is just antique 

and it is just barely 
getting by.”

“I ride [my bike] in the 
street...because I don’t 

like the sidewalk.”

Youth

“We like to look and see 
the fish [in Dysart Creek]. 
[I]t’s not super high. And 

sometimes, me and 
my friends like to walk 

through the creek.”

“Tickle Hill [is] where 
you go down it really 
fast and it tickles your 

tummy. It’s fun.” “[We need] more lights so 
we can go more places 
when it gets dark out.”

“There’s a lot of shade. There 
are lots of trees around, but 
there’s nowhere for water. 

You’d have to bring your own 
bottle if you want water.” 

“Sometimes when 
I ride my bike [on 

the bike trail] there’s 
a bunch of bumpy 

rocks that I can’t get 
through.”

“The roads aren’t 
great but they’re 

definitely more stable 
than the sidewalks.”

“I don’t think there are really 
too many benches. I think if 

there were a few more 
along the trail, we could use 

some more.”

Steering Committee
Actives

“My dog started...getting sores 
on her feet, and I wondered 
if they were caused from the 

gravel on the road.”  

“…[I]f I want a biking 
distance, I put my 

bike on the rack and 
go to Vinton because 

I feel safer there.”

“If I have kids out, 
there’s a ditch on this 

side that’s so deep 
that I’m afraid they’ll 
get over and fall in.”

“At night I avoid the 
streets that don’t have 
streetlights on them.”

Parents

“I usually go 10 to 13 times 
around my block. It’s 

boring as heck. It is boring. 
I could probably close my 

eyes and do it...”

“Main Street’s 
deteriorated so 

badly in the last 10 
years. They don’t 

have enough funds 
to do what they 

need to do.“

“The sidewalk in front of 
our house is so tall that 
you can’t get a stroller

on it.”

“Lighting is a 
big thing to me 

just for other 
vehicles, for just 

the safety of 
the kids.”

“[T]he July 2011 windstorm, 
that took a lot of our trees...
We lost so many beautiful, 

big trees.”

TAB 4b


