FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CITY Begins Transportation Visioning Program

Contacts: 

COMMITTEE CONTACT PERSON, PHONE NUMBER

TF FIELD COORDINATOR, Trees Forever, PHONE NUMBER
AMES, IA (DATE)—On DAY, DATE, community leaders from across the state gathered at Iowa State University in Ames to kick off the 2011 Iowa’s Living Roadways Community Visioning Program. CITY, one of 12 Iowa communities participating in the program, was represented by NUMBER steering committee members during the day-long workshop.

Community Visioning is a transportation enhancement planning program that serves Iowa communities under 10,000 in population. The program helps community volunteers envision aesthetic and ecological improvements along roadsides and related landscapes by blending environmental stewardship with community improvement projects.

At the workshop on DATE, steering committee members learned public involvement techniques that they will use in the visioning process to assess local resources and identify community needs. The information gathered will be used to develop a transportation concept plan.

During this process, Iowa State University’s landscape architecture department coordinates on-site community workshops with design professionals, ISU student interns and computer-aided visualization services. Trees Forever field coordinators provide guidance, education and structured facilitation of the planning process. Professional landscape architects create the conceptual design plans that reflect the vision of community leaders and volunteers.

At the conclusion of the Community Visioning Program, drawings and photographs describing the concept designs, along with an action plan, prepare the community to build on the visioning process, step by step, as resources become available.

The next step in the process will be a focus group workshop on DATE, from TIME TO TIME at LOCATION. Residents are invited to share their ideas in a small group setting for making transportation enhancements in CITY. For further information about participating in a focus group or the overall visioning process, please call COMMITTEE CONTACT PERSON at PHONE NUMBER or NAME, Trees Forever field coordinator, at PHONE NUMBER.
The Iowa’s Living Roadways Community Visioning Program is sponsored by the Iowa Department of Transportation in partnership with Iowa State University Extension Landscape Architecture and Trees Forever, an Iowa-based nonprofit organization with a mission to plant trees and care for the environment. Since 1996, 172 Iowa communities have benefited from the Visioning Program. 
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